Poorly covered in most textbooks, yet one of the greatest public health challenges in the world, there has long been a need for a comprehensive text on waterborne zoonoses. Waterborne disease continues to occur in both developed and undeveloped countries and to be a frequent cause of travel associated infection. For example, intestinal worms infect more than a billion people worldwide and the majority of these infections are waterborne. Up to 75% of emerging pathogens may be of zoonotic origin: the role of water in these emerging infections is expertly analysed, along with clear definitions, classifications and potential transmission routes. The latter include aerosols and water used in food preparation, as well as the more familiar routes via drinking water or water contact. Changing patterns of water use, population density and growth, climate change, ecosystem disturbance and exotic pets are some of the factors providing new or greater opportunities for the pathogens. In 1959, the World Health Organisation (WHO) defined a zoonosis as a disease or infection naturally transmitted between vertebrate animals and man. This is too strict a definition for the wide range of emerging water zoonoses: the editors have included also those emerging pathogens and infections for which knowledge of the life cycle is incomplete, such as SARS (Severe acute respiratory syndrome). Epidemiological investigations of SARS in 2003 implicated the possibility of spread via wastewater aerosols. Another topical viral infection, influenza, is examined from the perspective of spread of avian flu viruses by waterfowl and by zoonotic faecal contamination of water supplies, although with due caution as to whether this will be a factor in spread to humans. Public health readers will particularly appreciate the detailed analysis of strategies for surveillance and control: water related disease surveillance is still fragmented and incomplete in most countries, with inefficient links to veterinary disease surveillance. The concept of a 'control envelope' (the package of management, technological or infrastructure interventions which prevent or limit spread) allows analysis of where a pathogen is likely to exceed the envelope in any particular country or setting. The outbreak of *E. coli* O157:H7 in Walkerton, Canada in 2000 provides an example of where the control envelope was breached by a combination of farm run-off into the water source, failure in disinfection and failures in communication of laboratory results to public health officials. There are several other examples of the application of this type of analysis to prevention, or at least being much wiser after a waterborne outbreak. The index is excellent and figures and illustrations pertinent, although not plentiful. Each section has an editorial overview, which draws out points from the chapters from expert contributors. It will be of most value as a library resource in public health and microbiological departments, as its specialised nature inevitably means a high price. A shortened summary version suitable for individual purchase would be welcome: meanwhile, this is the definitive text on the subject.
